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C I A- /-^ V r 4c /<r S U ?- 'Vaj 






By PAUL Beatty:";;^ 
Sentinel Staff , Writer 
. (Copyright 1978> 


the Central LitelligencerAg^cy' 
kept “indexes' 'on more 5tl,(3CiIfaaC5' 
and Freedorn Party memb^in the; 
early 1970s and: continues to main- 
tain f iles: on- their active members 
and leaders for inter-agency; “secur- 
ity^ clearanc«,”;accordinjt. to Jilea 
released by the-CIA arid given to The 
Sentinel Friday^by FFP leaderau'- ^:; 

“We are . outraged- that*-. a»'. in-j 
telligence agency that;; isS^not-- sap4] 
■pos^ to be involved ,.in:i;domestici 
matters should be investigating aiy^ 
citizen for his orher poliUcal affil ia- 
tions,” Maureen Smith,lpart 3 ^chair- 
.woman,said Saturday; 

The , files;' .releas^'lt&der; theH 
: Freedom ■ of 4lnforrnatic ^^ct :;ahd;j 
, after a year’s;; , wait bjt'r, the. PFP,. 
include- three memoranda-, concern- 
ing the CIA’s keeping of files on PFP. 
and a number ‘of reports , from the- 
anti-war era that include at least one 
survetllanc?-report. 

• ' ■ While . interpreting / thfe^filesv iS; 
difficult because -of the?numeroua' 
deletions, forM-^nationalAsecurity”;; 
purposes,' it; is'ciearly.'stat^ in; three, 
m emos— dne;t^.the age ncy" ^dd two j 
responses--thatindexingY^^^^^^ 

50,000 names and addressesof regi^ 
ter^ members*;:of .the iCalifoniia 

PFP” was-done^and theJ’^l^tive: 
indexing would; r8maih;”lr**»4'^ " . 

- The CIA notes that - its- ,^niain- 
taining”;of records; is ddtie by theJ 
Office of^Securityr'a component of ' 
the CIA, to- ihake pertain that it can 
identify PFP members who w^t to 
wpr^Jpr_the.agency._^.^-^",,.^^^ 

The ‘ ^ntmelj called ClAA:bea'<H 
quarters, in ,Wadiington„ D.C.,:! and 
was told by PubUd'Monriatioa (Of- 
ficer Susaii^BIa^;that it*th^l976 

document was the latest ; document 
in the packet, t6en it shouldrreprs- 
sent the present policy of the agency:' 

When questiemed if the CIA- is] 
actively, adding to 
number "of PFH ■’ members' 
files, Black iaid; she: would :Seeic 


answers ‘and call back T'uesdayiS;;, 

,v .The fiIes:touch on the diity tricks 
'of the 1972. election, stating^ dele -- 1 
tion) notes, that the Republican Par-., 
ty . reportedly.', contributed::' some 
funds,, although minimal toward the" 
funding of the PFP iQ.1972;and3e€ms , 
to'- be- suggesting' that' tolsy isfrl sic)-' 

. some'way tends to legitirhatize the ' 
PFjP.K^'W.hereas fact- J.t vyras a ■ 

politicaibloy designed to draw votes 
awayifrom their main opponent, the 
Democratic Party.7. ; 

y,' Whether or not the CIA opened 
files for. purposes other, than its own! 
^’security clearances’Vis not clear. 

: It began its files during the 1969-71 
anti-war 'era and wheu toe - PFP 
supported Black Panther, leader 
Eldredge Cleaver ' for ' UB. - Presi- 
denbvy;"'' ; r ■ •: 

S;- Cleaver since then has become a 
bom-again. Christian^,: 

:-'V'In- a memorandum' toThe agency 
(initiator and recipient are deleted) 
dated March 20, 1974, it states: - 
. “Iff 1969 and 1970 the Office of 
Security-, indexed into the- (blank) 
nearly-50,000 names and addresses of . 
persons .who were registered, mem- 
bers.' of, the California Peace and- 
• Freedom Party. -L-y:-'; 
;‘>;:,“Subsequently;. hundreds of'addi--f 
tiohal names of- persons who have-'; 
been jui]«d_withbhe- PFP ha ve beeit: 
^coiporated into (blank);”' v y 
The memo asks - the.,; names be 
deleted.:"^. '■ 

r -^-In - a', response'; apparently- from 
the agency, dated May 6, 1974.' 

'actual indexing ; during this^ 
period ‘of some . 50,000 ; names and 
addresses .of registered members of 
the • California PFP received front 
the (blank) was undoubtedly deemed! 
justified and was based oh; policy- 
emanating’ ffbn]t. the Director, of 
Security’s office! y 4- ' 

;r V‘.Such indexing of a: name did not 
‘automatically connote something de^ 
rogatory about , the. individual but 
was deemed to be done for lead (?l; 

“require<L> considerable offort,. b^ 
(blank) tO/accijmplish.'’:;iv,-y..^:^^^^ 


Rei^ 


. It goes on::- r'/'; ' "y7'- T ' 

“While the question of the value i 
of the indexing of the CPFP list may 
be somewhat moot, it is this writer’s 
opinion that, even in today’s climate ! 
wherein field investigation becomes, 
increasingly difficult, elimination of 
these names from the (blank) would 
not represent any significant loss to; 
the Office of Security capabilities. . 

“Two line blank, y 'A -r' 

- “It is understood, of course,-; that; 
the selective indexing to . the^, PFP 
file would remain.’! ; --i: y 
I ; LewDannon, secretary of the Los 
.Angeles area PFP and Smith, who- 
lives in in ' Aptos, - say-'they will 
encourage persons who were regis- - 
tered in the party in the early years; 

to write in for their files. ' ; -'- ; ' 'i. 

.r V i; a a 

S'. Even as the memos appear to 
state that the CIA’s files were kept 
;to- assure 'its own personnel hiring .; 
practices included screening of PFP 
-members, a May 6, 1974 memo says: 

“It was during this period (1968 to- 
,1971 or longer) that, the Office of 
■Security was being asked .for, its 
professional opinion' relative' to aT| 

number of persons^ organizations-^] 

jereated and tasked with maintaining ' 
'a capability . to.i.respond to ,;inr. 

' telligence, inquiries in! this area. ":-;. 
ii> • “In /addition ' the Agency, estab-^ 
lished a much larger unit in (blank); 
under (blank)' with a' major interest 
in this as well as other areas,?;.- 
McCannon believes the index -of 
•50,000 PFP members from the early 
19703 still exists and contradicts the^ 
CIA’s reporting earlier that* it kept 
files on (only) 10,000 Americans. 

“Now it appears a' poss underi 
statement,’.!. McCannon ..said, “and 
Lord knows the extent, of' this na-; 
tionwide.” 

,He said that, many of the nam» 
must be of liberal Democrats who in 
1972 registered. in/the PFP in order 
to vote for. a “an: anti-war can- 
didate.” 7- ■ ^ ' 

The PFP started in the late 19603 
has since 

become me party of the socialists. ^ 
It is one of four recopized ballofi 


